
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

FIFTH SEASON FINANCIAL, LP,

Plaintiff,

V.

BRYNDA E. PARKER, et d,.

Defendants.

l:16-cv-1458 (LMB/MSN)

ORDER

PlaintiffFifth Season Financial L.P. ("Fifth Season") filed this interpleader action naming

BryndaE. Parker("Parker") andJawadBukhari ("Bukhari") as claimants. For the reasons that

follow, this Court has determined that it lacks subject-matter jurisdiction and therefore that this

action should be dismissed and refiled in state court.

Althoughno party has raisedthe issue, this Court remainsunder an independentobligation

to assure itselfof subject-matterjurisdiction at all times. Arbaueh v. Y&H Corp.. 546 U.S. 500,

514 (2006). An interpleaderaction broughtxmder 28 U.S.C. § 1335(a)may be brought if there

are "two or more adverse claimants, ofdiverse citizenship." The Supreme Court has determined

that this statute imposes a requirement ofminimaldiversity, meaning that at least two claimants

must be domiciled in different states. State Farm Fire & Cas. Co. v. Tashire. 386 U.S. 523,530-

31 (1967^: see also Allstate Ins. Co. v. Tumen 2002 WL 531002, at *1 (S.D.N.Y. Apr. 8,2002).

Here, all claimants are residents of, and therefore domiciled in, Virginia. See Compl. ft 6-7.

Because the requirement ofminimal diversity is not satisfied, this Court does not have
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